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INFO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 2577 

NEW DELHI PASS LAINGEN, DEPSEC PARTY 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CPRS, CASE, SOCL, AF 

SUBJECT RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS: STATUS REPORT 

REF: (A) KABUL 2370 ( B) STATE 067022 

SUMMARY: 

COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH NEGOTIATIONS CONTINUE AT DELIBERATE 
PACE WITH KABUL MAYOR. GOVERNMENT ACTION AGAINST MAP AND NOOR 
APPARENTLY DEFERRED FOR TIME BEING, ALTHOUGH SITUATION REMAINS 
TENSE. END SUMMARY 

1. NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH BOARD 
REPRESENTATIVES AND MAYOROVF KABUL PROCEED AT SLOW PACE WITH 
MEETINGS BEING HELD ON APPROXIMATELY WEEKLY BAIS. CHURCH 
HAS PROVIDED MAYOR WITH ARCHITECT' S SKETCHES OF POSSIBLE 
STRUCTURAL MODIFICATIONS TO ROOF WHICH WOULD COST FROM $30,000 
TO $50. 000 ON VERY ROUGH ESTIMATE. MAYOR’ S POSITION CUR- 
RENTLY SEEMS TO EXCLUDE ANY WRITTEN UNDESTANDING THAT EVEN 
MODIFIED BUILDING WOULD BE USED FOR RELIGIOUS PURPOSES, 

ALTHOUGH ORAL UNDERSTANDINGS ALONG THIS LINE MIGHT BE 
REACHED. CHURCH BOARD UNWILLING PROPOSE INVESTMENT OF ADDITIONAL 
FUNDS IN BUILDING WITHOUT CLEAR WRITTEN GUARANTEES THAT RE- 
LIGIOUS SERVICES FOR FOREIGN COMMUNITY CAN BE HELD. PRESSURE 
TO REACH AGREEMENT HAS APPARENTLY SLACKENED ON AFGHAN SIDE, 
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PROBABLY REFLECTING CHANGE IN GENERAL ATMOSPHERE DESCRIBED IN 
REF A. ( WE UNDERSTAND THAT A NUMBER OF INFLUENTIAL AFGHANS HAVE 
TALKED TO PRIME MINISTER IN RECENT WEEKSNIN ATTEMPT TO DISSUADE 
HIM FROM WHAT THEY REGARD AS VERY UNFORTUNATE COURSE. 

ONE GOOD SOURCE STATES KING INTERVENED PERSONALLY IN LATE 
MARCH TO BLOCK PRECIPITATE EXPLUSION OF NOOR AND MAP PERSONNEL. 

IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT PROBLEM OF CHURCH IS THOROUGHLY ENTWINED 
WITH FUTURE OF NOOR AND MAP GROUPS, AND THAT NEGOTIATIONS WILL 
PROBABLY DRAG ON UNTIL LATTER ISSUES ARE SETTLED. WE HAVE EN- 
COURAGED CHURCH BOARD TO MAKE COUNTERPROPOSALS AND TO KEEP 
DIALOGUE GOING AS SMOOTHLY AS POSSIBLE. THERE IS NO RPT NO 
INDICATION AT PRESENT THAT GOVERNMENT PLANS FURTHER PHYSICAL 
ACTION AGAINST BUILDING SO LONG AS DISCUSSIONS ARE CONTINUING. 

2. AMBASSADOR HAS EXPLORED IDEAS ON NOOR- MAP PROBLEM 

OUTLINED IN REF A AND B WITH GERMAN AMBASSADOR ( BRITISH AMBASSADOR 
PRESENTLY OUT OF COUNTRY) GERMANS ARE APPARENTLY IN ACTIVE 
COMMUNICATION WITH BONN ON SUBJECT BUT AS YET HAVE NO INSTRUCTIONS. 
GERMAN AMBASSADOR INDICATED. HOWEVER, THAT HE THOUGHT IT 
QUITE LIKELY HE COULD JOIN WITH AMERICAN AND BRITISH 
AMBASSADORS IN SOME FORM OF COLLECTIVE GUARANTEE TO GOVERNMENT 
IF NOOR AND/ OR MAP GAVE FORMAL WRITTEN GUARANTEES TO AMBASSADORS 
COLLECTIVELY. 

3. AMBASSADOR MET APRIL 17 WITH MAP, NOOR AND IAM HEADS 

TO EXPLORE FURTHER THE DEGREE TO WHICH THEIR ORGANIZATIONS AND 
MEMBERS WOULD BE PREPARED TO ABIDE BY A STRICT INTERPRETATION 
OF AFGHAN INJUNCTION AGAINST ANY RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY WHICH AFFECTED 
AFGHANS. THE MEETING REVEALED THAT ORGANIZATIONS ARE STILL 
" SOUL SEARCHING" ON THIS ISSUE. ALTHOUGH ALL EXPRESSED VIEW 
THAT AS ORGANIZATION HEADS THEY COULD PROBABLY GIVE GUARANTEES 
TO CHIEFS OF MISSION AND TO GOVERNMENT. THEY ARE MORE 
DOUBTFUL THAT ALL OR MANY OF THEIR MEMBERS WOULD BE PREPARED 
SIGN INDIVIDUAL PLEDGES TO REINFORCE ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITMENTS. 
IAM BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL BE MEETING IN KABUL WEEK OF MAY 15 
AND WILL REACH POLICY DECISION AFFECTING BOTH MAP AND NOOR 
ORGANIZATIONS AS TO EXTENT TO WHICH ORGANIZATIONS COULD OR SHOULD 
COMIT THEMSELVES TO STRICT ABSTENTION FROM ANY RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY 
TOUCHING AFGHAN CITIZENS. WE NOW UNDERSTAND THAT IAM IN 
AFGHANISTAN HAS POLICY- MAKING AUTHORITY FOR BOTH MAP AND NOOR 
UNDER PRESENT INTERNAL AGREEMENTS. POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, THAT 
IF IAM NOT PREPARED GIVE ACCEPTABLE GUARANTEES THAT MAP WORLDWIDE 
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WOULD WITHDRAW ITS AFGHAN PROGRAM FROM IAM AEGIS AND OPERATE 
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INDEPENDENTLY HERE. DR. KNIGHTON MADE CLEAR DURING HIS VISIT 
MAP' S DETERMINATION TO REMAIN ACTIVE IN AFGHANISTAN IF AT 
AT ALL POSSUBLE, SO THAT THIS POSSIBILITY REMAINS ON TABLE. 

4. MAP REPORTS THAT AS OF APRIL 17 MINISTRY OF HEALTH MAY 

NOT HAVE RECEIVED FROM MINISTER OF INTERIOR PAZHWAK INSTRUCTION 
MENTIONED IN PARA TWO REF A. HOWEVER, DEPUTY HEALTH MINISTER 
HAS BEEN OUT OF KABUL DURING MUCH OF THIS PERIOD. AND HIS STAFF 
MAY NOT BE FULLY INFORMED. 

5. OUR CURRENT ASSESSMENT IS THAT SITUATION WILL REMAIN TENSE 
BUT UNRESOLVED UNTIL IAM BOARD MEETING AND DR. KNIGHTON' S 
RETURN IN MID- MAY. AFTER WHICH WE WOULD ANTICIPATE RENEWED 
EFFORT TO REACH SATISFACTORY AGREEMENT WITH RGA. WE ARE 
CAUTIOUSLY HOPEFUL THAT NO ACTIONS BY RGA TO UPSET STATUS 
QUO WILL OCCUR DURING INTERIM. NEUMANN 
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